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“ E M E R G E N C Y  T R E E  R E M O VA L”

The Lac Du St. Sacrement was placed in dry dock for routine maintenance in October at Baldwin, where the Lake
George Steamboat Company’s marine railway complex, including 390 feet of track under water, the cradle and
the gears in the head house, have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Built in 1927 by Crandall
Dry Dock Engineers, the railway is among the few that remain intact and in operation today. Photo by Walt
Lender.

Elizabeth Pitcairn, the virtuoso
violinist who is also the artistic
director of the Luzerne Music
Center, will perform in local
schools, Lake George included, on
November 16 and 17.

Called “The Red Violin Tour of
North Country Schools,” the per-
formances will  highlight Pitcairn’s
1720 Stradivarius, the famous Red
Violin whose history became the
basis of the 1999 movie, “The Red
Violin.” 

Pitcairn, accompanied by pianist

Cynthia Elise Tobey, will also per-
form at schools in Saratoga and
Hadley-Luzerne. 

According to the Luzerne Music
Center,  the tour of the schools “is
being presented free of charge to
North Country schools in an effort
to give back to the communities and
their school-aged students during
the Center’s traditional ‘off-sea-
son.’

The Luzerne Music Center is a
summer music camp and perform-
ing arts center in Lake Luzerne,
NY, where Philadelphia Orchestra

World Renowned Violinist Visiting
Lake George and other Local Schools

By Mirror Staff

On February 6, if all goes
according to plan, Dr. Stuart Kelley
will become the first person to have
swum in Lake George at least once
every calendar day– even on leap
year. 

His swim for the cycle began on
New Year’s Eve, 1991. “The New
Year’s swim was the start of it.
After that, I decided to make certain
that I swam in Lake George at least
once a month, no matter what the
temperature,” said Kelley, a sum-
mer resident of Hague.  

“We had to make special trips
from our home in Virginia, even in
April, when the appeal of Lake
George is not especially evident,”
said Kelley’s wife Melissa. 

Having achieved his goal of
being in the lake every month of the
year, Kelley grew more ambitious,
rather than resting on his laurels.
Hence the drive to become the first
person to have swum in the lake
every day of the year. 

“It got out of hand,” Kelley con-
cedes, speaking of his quest. 

“What’s pushing me?” he asks.
“I can’t explain it. Call it obsessive
compulsive behavior.” 

A retired staff physicist for the
Department of Defense, whose hob-
bies include restoring antique
clocks, antique electric fans and
early outboard motors,  Kelley is
nothing if not exacting. 

For instance, he has a precise

definition of what constitutes a
swim, as opposed to a dip: 

“You have to be buoyant, mov-
ing on your own power, completing
a minimum of two or three strokes
with kicking,” he says. 

After the lake freezes over, he
finds open water to complete his
swims.

“More often than not, I’m swim-
ming with the ducks,” he says.

The February swims, on the 4th,
5th and 6th, will take place at Silver
Bay, where Kelley met his wife and

where his mother visited in the
1920s, starting a family tradition of
summers on Lake George, one
that’s now in its fourth generation. 

“My parents were school teach-
ers in New Jersey, and they began
bringing my brother and me to Lake
George when we were quite young.
We stayed at Rogers Rock, Trout
House Village and Silver Bay
before they found this property,”
Kelley says in his living room,

By Mirror Staff

Swimming For the Cycle: Hague Man Completing
Quest to Swim in Lake George Every Day in the Year

See VIOLINIST Page 8 See SWIMMING Page 11

Stuart and Melissa Kelley



Every spring, new shops open on
Lake George Village’s Canada
Street, most selling nothing but t-
shirts and few likely to last more
than a season or two. 

The Gift Cottage was the excep-
tion. Opened in 1985, it thrived for
decades and sold much more than t-
shirts and souvenirs,

The shop, which specialized in
Scandanavian imports, American
country crafts and art work, as well
as unusual gifts, was a reflection
and an expression of its owner,
Margit Mitchell, who announced
earlier this year that she would
close her shop’s doors on October
31.

“I’ve done my best for 27 years,
and now I’m done,” said Mitchell.
“My lease came up for renewal and
I turned 65, so I thought it was time
to retire.”

Mitchell arrived in Lake George
in 1965, following a sister from her
native Norway. 

“Lake George was very different
from what I was used to in Norway.
The whole atmosphere was one of
freedom. In Norway, for instance,
teenagers didn’t drive cars. There
were a lot of bars, and they attract-
ed the young people, but it wasn’t
an unruly place, just free. I was
ready for it,” said Mitchell.
Mitchell met her husband Babe, a
Lake George native and the owner

of his own vending company, in
Vince’s restaurant. They were mar-
ried in 1979 and raised two chil-
dren.

“Our children know what it’s
like to be self-employed. Needless
to say, they chose  careers with sta-
bility,”  said Mitchell.

Mitchell said she knew she
wanted to open a shop almost as
soon as she arrived in Lake George.
Her first was on Christies Lane, the

second was at the Lake George
Steamboat Company’s Station. Her
Canada Street shop was a former
restaurant. 

Mitchell made an effort to stay
open year-round and her business
grew, attracting new shoppers year
after year. Christmas was strong, as
was the four weeks of Winter
Carnival. But over time, the busy
season grew shorter and families, as
well as local residents, spent less
and less on gifts. 

Nevertheless, says Mitchell, her
experience as a shop owner was a
rewarding one. 

“It’s a very social type of busi-
ness, and I made so many friends,”
said Mitchell. “What I’ll miss is the
people.”

The Gift Cottage was a premier
gallery for the work of Cate
Mandigo, whose images of Lake
George in all four seasons are still
available and can be ordered
through from Margit Mitchell’s
website, giftcottagelg.com.
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Wooden Boat Restoration / Repair & Refinishing
Canoe Recanvasing & Restoration

(518)644-9667
Bolton Landing, NY

Paul Jordon  Specializing in

One of Lake George’s Last Old-Fashioned
Gift Shops Closes After 27 Years

Margit Mitchell at the Gift Cottage

Bolton’s Waterfront
Revitalization Plan will be revised
and updated by a committee of local
residents working with a consultant,
the LA Group.

The committee, which was
appointed by the Town Board, is
chaired by Hal Heusner and includes
Sue Wilson, John Michaels, Henry
Caldwell, Don Russell, Phil
Farbaniec, Matthew Slaughter, John
Gaddy, Tony Bustamente, Tom
Guay, Harold Shippey, Chris
Gabriels and John Famosi.

“The committee will look at
everything within the Town of
Bolton that’s related to water, from
Lake George to Trout Lake,
Edgecomb Pond and our streams,”
said Bolton Supervisor Ron
Conover. 

According to Tracey Clothier of
the LA Group, issues to be
addressed include waterfront rede-
velopment and land use, historic
resources, scenic resources, flooding
and erosion, water quality, fish and
wildlife habitats, public access and
recreation, water dependent uses,
surface water uses, and economic
development. 

Clothier said a public meeting
will be scheduled before the end of
the year to solicit public comments
about Bolton’s waterfronts. The
work of updating the town’s water-
front revitalization plan is funded by
grants from New York State.

Bolton Updating
Waterfront Plans 

By Anthony F. Hall By Mirror Staff

Now that the Town of
Queensbury has voted to ban the
use of all fertilizers within fifty feet
of Lake George, Waterkeeper Chris
Navitsky is urging other lakeshore
towns to do the same. 

On November 1, for example, he
appeared before the Bolton Town
Board to make his pitch. 

“A fifty foot buffer is a good
standard, one that will lessen the
impacts to drinking water and
reduce algae,” said Navitsky. “But
for buffers to truly benefit the lake,
they can’t be limited to one town;
every town has to enact them.” 

Although New York State has
enacted a ban on the use of phos-
phorus-based fertilizers, to take
effect in 2012, that law permits the
use of other fertilizers as close as
three feet from a lake, said
Navitsky. 

“When you fertilize your lawn
you are also fertilizing aquatic
plants and algae in Lake George”
said Navitsky. “Large amounts of
fertilizers are spread on lawns
around Lake George, far beyond
what the grass can absorb, and the
excess is washed into the lake.
When we investigate algae blooms
in the water around Lake George we
often see a heavily fertilized land-
scape on shore.”

Navitsky said he has sent letters
to the supervisors of other lakeshore
towns urging them to adopt a ver-
sion of Queensbury’s new ordi-
nance, which took effect in
September.

Towns Urged
to Follow

Queensbury’s
Lead on

Fertilizer Ban
By Mirror Staff

infestations,” said Peter Bauer,
Executive Director of the Fund for
Lake George and a member of the
committee.

Those efforts, undertaken this
fall, include installing benthic barri-
ers at Norowal Marina in Sawmill
Bay and suction harvesting near
Treasure Cove. 

The benthic mats installed in
Lake George Village earlier this
year were reported to have killed
more than 99% of the clams discov-
ered in 2010.

ASIAN CLAMS
from page 3

members perform and teach. The
Center serves 180 talented and
deserving music students, ages 11 to
18, every year and devotes approxi-
mately 20% of its annual budget to
student scholarships.

Elizabeth Pitcairn attended
Luzerne Music Center in the sum-
mers of 1988 and 1989. She was
appointed artistic director in 2010.

VIOLINIST
from page 7


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20



