
Private symphony features a rare violin

Violin virtuoso Elizabeth Pitcairn and her 
mysteriously famous Red Mendelssohn 
Stradivarius will perform for a private 
audience on Feb. 8. Photo courtesy of Joy 
Strotz

Jan. 31, 2012 — A once in a lifetime opportunity to hear the internationally famous Red Mendelssohn Stradivarius (1720) violin played by 
celebrated virtuoso Elizabeth Pitcairn is being offered to classical music lovers in Lassen County on Wednesday, Feb. 8.

If you’ve lived in the area for any amount of time, you know there are few occasions to don formal wear. Well, now is your chance to dress your 
best for an elegant evening of hearty hors d’oeuvres, fine wine and amazing music.

Just days before Pitcairn is to perform with the Susanville Symphony orchestra, she will partner with her legendary Stradivarius for a private 
performance at the Janesville home of Dr. and Mrs. White.

This gala event is the primary fundraiser for the symphony and its many community programs in 2012. Guests will get a chance to personally 
meet Pitcairn and learn about the long history of her Stradivarius during this unforgettable evening.

According to Pitcairn’s website, the historic violin was crafted in 1720 by Antonio Stradivarius, of Cremona, Italy.

Shortly after its creation, the instrument vanished; no one knows where or to whom the violin belonged for more than 200 years — spawning 
numerous historians, writers, journalists and critics, as well as Canadian filmmaker, Francois Girard, to speculate on the violin's mysterious 
history. Girard's imaginative speculations became the basis for his 1999 Academy Award-winning film “The Red Violin.”

Pitcairn has earned a reputation as one of America’s most beloved soloists.

She was born in Bucks County, Pennsylvania in 1973 into a closely-knit musical family: her mother is a Juilliard-trained cellist.

She began playing the violin at age three and, at age 14, made her debut at Lincoln Center’s Alice Tully Hall in 2000 with the New York String 
Orchestra.

Pitcairn also appeared as a soloist with the Philadelphia Orchestra at the Academy of Music.

Eventually, her path led to Los Angeles to study with preeminent violin professor Robert Lipsett at the University of Southern California.

She has recently been named the Artistic Director of the Luzerne Chamber Music Festival and is currently a member of the distinguished faculty 
at the Colburn School of Performing Arts in Los Angeles.

What a wonderful Valentine’s gift this romantic evening could be for you and your loved one!

There are a limited number of tickets available so advance purchase is necessary.

Admission is $100 per person and tickets can be purchased at Leslie’s Jewelry or by calling the symphony information line at 310-8111.


