
Philly Dake, philanthropist and
matriarch of the Stewart’s Shop
Corporation, who passed away ear-
lier this year, was deeply committed
to young people and the local insti-
tutions that enabled them to thrive,
the Luzerne Music Center and
Camp Chingachgook on Katskill
Bay among them. 

In memory of Dake on
Thursday, July 19, students of the
Luzerne Music Center played a spe-
cial concert in the Rotary Lodge at
Camp Chingachgook to a room full
of campers. Both groups of children
have in common Philly Dake as a
benefactor, yet it was the first time
they had ever been brought togeth-
er. 

“Knowing that we have one of
the best music camps in the country
just miles away from one of the best
summer camps in the country, we
thought they needed to get to know
each other,” said Perrin Dake, son
of Philly Dake. 

Mr. Dake has two daughters that
currently attend Chingachgook. The
family has a long legacy of doing
so. To date, 19 members of the
Dake family have passed summers
at the historic camp, and the family,
via individual and company contri-
butions, has sustained

Chingachgook for decades. One of
the most immediately recognizable
results of those contributions is the
camp’s open-air verandah, called
the Dake Verandah.

The music center has been equal-
ly strengthened by the generosity of
the family. “Without Philly Dake, I
don’t know if the music center
would still be there,” said Elizabeth
Pitcairn, CEO of the Luzerne Music
Center. 

Philly Dake was a strong sup-
porter of the Music Center ever
since the camp was founded in the
1980s. Her generosity has made it
possible for low-income students to
attend the camp on scholarships. 

“She believed exposing children
to music was good for society,”
Pitcairn said. “We are carrying on
that tradition.”

Three student ensembles from
the Music Center performed
Dvorak’s String Quartet, also called
the “American,” Antonio Vivaldi’s
Concerto for Two Flutes, and the
gallop from Jacques Offenbach’s
“Orpheus in the Underworld,” oth-
erwise known as the can-can. 

Prior to the concert, Pitcairn
introduced the Chingachgook
campers to her highly regarded
1720 Stradivarius violin, the so-
called “red violin,” which inspired
the film of the same name, and is

valued at several million dollars.
“Camp Chingachgook has come

a long way in its hundred years,”
said Billy Rankin, Camp Director.
He noted that the “positive direc-
tion” the camp has moved in over
the years is due to the support of
alumni like the Dake family. 

Following the concert, the chil-
dren were treated to “Philly
Vanilla,” the Stewart’s ice cream
named after Philly Dake.

Philly Dake and her husband,
Charles, ran Saratoga Dairy before
it matured into the Stewarts Shop
Corporation. Philly Dake played a
leading role in the business for 50
years, at one point as Executive-
Vice President. In 1947, she devel-
oped Stewart’s Make Your Own
Sundae service, which has helped
make the business a colossal suc-
cess.

Dake was instrumental in the
establishment of the Saratoga
Performing Arts Center, and threw
her financial support behind the
Saratoga Hospital, Skidmore
College, the Adirondack Girl Scout
Council, and countless other organ-
izations and charities. 

“She set the bar pretty high,”
said Perrin Dake. “She and my
father liked to give back and they
liked to do it with a smile on their
face.” 
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Featuring Local Produce:
Sweet Corn

Lancaster Cty. Tomatoes
2660 Route 9L

East Side Lake George 
656-9057

Take a drive along the 
East Side and visit:

“Our selection brings you in,
Our quality brings you back”

Freshly baked pies from scratch

“Since 1954”

Mazzei

Restaurant
Cucina ~ Italiana ~ Finissima

Hand Cut Veal Specialties
Prime Rib ~ Fresh Seafood

Chicken ~ Steaks ~ Chops ~ Imported Pasta

Dinner Specials
Open 7 Days a Week

Most Major Credit Cards Accepted
429 Canada Street ~ Lake George Village

www.marioslakegeorge.com • Reservation Appreciated

668-2665

Tina’s Hair Affair

We are now located across Route 9 from the
Lake George Forum • 668-5059

Open 7 Days a Week

• Shellac Manicures/ Pedicures
• Massages
• Ear Candling

Northern 
Lake George 
Resort
Directly On Lake George
Villa Units, Historic Lodge & Motel

Martucci’s Restaurant
RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED
Daily Specials & Complete Broiler Menu

Serving Breakfast Daily & Dinner Wed through Sunday
Come by Car or Boat

Featuring Lakeside Dining

Route 9N • Silver Bay, NY • 12874
www.northernlakegeorge.com • (518) 543-6528

ADVERTISE IN THE MIRROR ads@lakegeorgemirror.com

Bluegrass on
Tues Nights 5:30pm
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Luzerne Music Center, Camp
Chingachgook Pay Tribute to Philly Dake

By James H. Miller

Francis Delong’s “My Adirondack
Home” and “Peddler Jack.”

“Porter’s collections have
impacted the tradition, and have
affected all of us Adirondack song-
smiths,” says Chris Shaw, a Lake
George native whose repertoire
includes traditional Adirondack
songs.

Of course, Porter’s collection is
of more than musical interest. 

In an optimistic scenario of the
Adirondack Park’s future, one
called “the Sustainable Life” and
presented at the Common Ground
Alliance Forum on July 18 in Long
Lake by Dave Mason and Jim
Herman, “The old divisions
between natives and newcomers
(will fade) as the values they share
become more apparent.” 

According to that scenario,
natives and newcomers alike will
recognize that “our cultural human
values are just as important as our
natural values.” 

But how are newcomers to
become acquainted with the values
that have shaped life in the
Adirondacks, let alone learn to
share them?

They could do worse than by lis-
tening to the old songs in the
Marjorie Lansing Porter collection.

RECORDINGS
from page 7

Ticonderoga’s fourth annual
Streetfest will be held Saturday,
July 28 from 10 am to 3 pm. 

“Join us as we again convert
Montcalm Street into a pedestrian
mall filled with kiosks, food ven-
dors, arts and crafts, antique and
new automobiles and boats, artisans
and other exhibits,” said Rolly
Allen, event chairman.  “Food
offerings will be extensive and
we’ll have free live entertainment
staged on the street.” 

“I’m truly impressed with what a
small committee of dedicated vol-
unteers has been able to accomplish
for our community, their enthusi-

asm is contagious,” said John
Bartlett, Ticonderoga Montcalm
Street Partnership’s Chairman

Featured entertainment includes
the Fort Ticonderoga Fife & Drum
Corps, led by Mike Edson who will
kick off the event at 10 am.   As an
added attraction, this year the corps
will be joined by visiting corps par-
ticipating in Fort Ticonderoga’s
annual muster.

Also featured will be McKenna
Lee and the Eva Channel from
Burlington, playing contemporary
rhythm and blues, and Loose
Connections from Crown Point.

Montcalm Street between Lake
George and Champlain Avenues,
the downtown area of Ticonderoga,
will close to traffic from 8am to
5pm.

Ticonderoga Streetfest to be Held Saturday
By Mirror Staff
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